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The Danger of Intellectualism 
Dan Walters 

Fletcher, North Carolina 

 

     The Apostle Paul warns us in Colossians 2:8, "Beware lest any man 

spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 

after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ." He expresses a 

similar thought in 2 Corinthians 11:3. "But I fear, lest by any means, as 

the serpent beguiled Eve, through his subtlety, so your minds should be 

corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ." Perhaps we need these 

warnings of the New Unity Movement, of such men as Ketcherside, 

Garrett, Kilpatrick, and Fudge, are the result of theological speculation, 

based upon the traditions of such theologians as Luther and Calvin., They 

contain their own perverse form of logic and human wisdom, but they 

could not have been formulated from a simple study of the Bible alone. 

The more I read the writings of R.L. Kilpatrick, for instance, the more 

amazed I become that he and his associates have been able to deceive any 

brother who is well grounded in the Scriptures. Kilpatrick could just as 

well be a Baptist, Methodist, or Presbyterian, as a member of God's 

church. Any brother who could answer such a denominationalist in 

debate could answer Kilpatrick. There is simply no new material being 

presented. 

     Why, then, have certain young preachers been deceived by these 

apostate brethren, when they would have Probably never been deceived 

by a Methodist preacher? One answer is that any person who has long 

been a member of the church of Christ has a strong bias against any 

material presented directly by a denominational clergyman. But the 

young preacher of today is not necessarily biased against the theological 

intellectualism which forms the heart of denominationalism. Most of the 

brethren who have been deceived have been aspiring intellectuals. I hear 

them use the word "intellectual" to refer, not to intelligence and 

knowledge alone, but to a love of sophisticated terminology and complex 

abstract reasoning which transcends basic logic and common sense. And 

there is a difference between an intelligent person and an intellectual, 

there is also a difference between a Bible student and a theologian. 

Someone once defined an intellectual as an individual who is educated 

beyond his intelligence. This may be close to the mark. The modern 

theologian is a religious philosopher who is not content with simple Bible 
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statements, but insists upon harmonizing everything into a semi-logical 

pattern which fits certain preconceived theological assumptions. 

     We may have unknowingly started some of these young preachers 

down the wrong road. Consider the modern emphasis upon both secular 

and theological education as a qualification for preaching the gospel. 

Consider the heavy theological books, many of them written by 

sectarians, which young preachers are expected to own and to master. For 

example, I once received a letter from a young preacher in the Philippines 

who requested that I send him several expensive and profound 

theological volumes that were recommended to him by some "big name" 

American preacher. I have never felt the need to own these works myself, 

and here we are talking about an inexperienced young man who lives in a 

poor country with a high rate of illiteracy. I sent him several copies of 

Douthitt's Bible Topic Studies and Nicholls Pocket Bible Encyclopedia, 

and did not receive a reply. 

     We have raised a generation of super-educated young preachers who 

are intent upon acquiring more and more academic knowledge in the field 

of theology, who are given recognition for such achievement, and who 

have not even mastered the fundamentals of simple Bible knowledge. 

Beside, many of them are not old enough and experienced enough to 

possess that wisdom which does not come from books. Worse, we 

recommend that they sit at the feet of Calvinists and other alien sinners 

and false teachers, either literally in the schools or through the medium of 

the books. We would not ask a Calvinist theologian to come and preach a 

sermon or teach a class in our local church. Why then do we subject 

ourselves and our young brethren to their influence? There may be a 

place for a few reference works, in the field of dead languages for 

instance, that have been written by non-Christians. But when it comes to 

commentaries and other books which must of necessity contain the 

element of opinion, it seems to me that we have enough of these which 

have been written by New Testament Christians. 

     Such old warriors as J.D. Tant and Joe H. Blue did not have much 

worldly education. Some assume that they would not be effective in our 

modem age. I disagree. And I am certain neither of these brethren would 

have had any trouble with Ketcherside, Garrett, Kilpatrick, or Fudge. 

Brother Blue stated that when he started preaching he had in his saddle 

bags his Bible and a copy of The Gospel Plan of Salvation by T.W. 

Brents. Brother Tant authored a book of short, simple sermons, The 

Gospel X-Ray, which would be of more use to a young preacher than all 

the works of learned sectarian doctors. These two books, along with the 

booklets I mentioned earlier, a Cruden's Complete Concordance, and a 

good Bible would provide sufficient tools for many years of work in the 

vineyard of the Lord. Let us get back to the basics, lose our shame of 

simple and direct sermons, and leave the theologians in their "theological 

cemeteries." 
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Local News: 
 

Welcome to all our visitors: 

We pray that you will be 

edified by our service and that 

you will asks questions if 

things are not as you are 

accustomed to seeing.  Please 

do come back at your every 

opportunity!   
 

Jim Summers has arrived 

safely in Saudi Arabia.  If you 

would like to contact Jim to 

encourage him while he is 

away you may do so through 

e-mail at 

jlsummerstxn@cebridge.net  

Leann said that she will work 

on getting his snail mail 

address to us soon. 
 

Adult Bible Studies: 

Sunday mornings we are 

studying the book of James 

and Wednesday we are 

studying The Book of Ruth.   
 

Sunday Evening OT Series 

will resume this evening:  

We have studied through the 

entire Pentateuch and will 

now begin a study over the 

book of Joshua. 
 

Continue to pray for our 

shut-ins: 
 

Stella Davidson 

696-1030 (Home) 
 

Calvin York              
692-0489 (Home). 
 

Bessie Murphy  

4600 Taft Blvd, Apt. 538 

 

mailto:jlsummerstxn@cebridge.net
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The Christian’s Aim 
II Corinthians 5 

 
Introduction: 

 

     Paul said, “wherefore also we make it our aim whether at home or absent, to be well-pleasing 

unto him” (II Cor. 5:9).  The word “aim” indicates a passionate hunger to achieve a set goal.  The 

said goal of every Christian has its roots in the resurrection of the body (II Cor. 4:14).  Said body 

will be “clothed” with a heavenly (immortal) existence (II Cor. 4:2; I Cor. 15:42).  Each 

individual that ever lived upon the face of the earth shall be resurrected to a state of immortality 

(Jn. 5:28-29; Acts 24:15).  Each shall spend eternity with their respective father that they served 

while on earth (Jn. 8:44; Matt. 5:45; Rev. 20:10, 15).  The idea of death, resurrection, eternal 

bliss with the heavenly Father (Rev. 21-22), and eternal hell with the father of lies (Rev. 20:10ff) 

was real to Paul (II Cor. 3:12; 5:1).  Paul’s aim, as ours, was directed at the eternal spiritual and 

immortal body that shall rest with Jehovah for eternity.  Such an eternal existence was and still is 

contingent upon man being “well-pleasing unto him” (II Cor. 5:9). 

 

I. The Christian’s AIM is to be Obedient (II Cor. 5:9): 

A. Apostle’s preaching was aimed at producing obedience (Rom. 1:5; 16:25ff). 

B. We must learn not to go beyond the things written (see I Cor. 4:6; Rom. 6:1). 

C. The Christian must deny self will (II Cor. 5:12-15) 

D. The Christian must thereby “walk by faith” (II Cor. 5:7). 

II. The Christian’s AIM takes into consideration Jesus (II Cor. 5:18): 

A. God’s aim has ever been to restore man to fellowship with Him                                   

(II Cor. 5:19; II Pet. 3:9). 

B. Paul thereby preached the “ministry of reconciliation” (II Cor. 5:18). 

III. The Christian’s AIM takes into consideration Others (II Cor. 5:11): 

A. Paul was immersed not only in his own salvation but that of others as well                 

(II Cor. 5:11). 

B. Paul often put others above his own will (Phil. 1:21-26). 

C. Even at the time of Paul’s death he thought about the salvation of others                    

(II Tim. 4:6-8). 

IV. The Christian’s AIM should be to forget our past Sinful Lives (II Cor. 5:17): 

A. Paul had done many sinful things in his past (I Cor. 15:9; Gal. 1:13ff) and so have all 

of us (I Jn. 1:8) yet he put them behind him and pressed forward (Phil. 3:13-14). 

B. Let us not wallow in self pity about our past sins but rather recognize that we are a 

“new creature in Christ Jesusò (II Cor. 5:17). 

 

Conclusion: 
 

     The resurrection of the body demands an act in life.  Whether we choose to serve the Lord’s 

wishes (II Cor. 1:12) or Satan’s doctrine (I Tim. 4:1; II Cor. 2:11) is our choice.  Those who 

make it their aim to serve Jehovah, as did Joshua and a host of Godly men and women in history, 

will not be disappointed (I Cor. 15:58).  
 

 

 

 
 


